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The following annual reports were read and referred to the Pub- 
lication Committee : — 



REPORT OF THE RECORDING SECRETARY. 

The Recording Secretary respectfully reports that the meetings 
of the Academy during the greater part of the year have been un- 
usually well attended and that the communications have been varied 
and interesting. The improvement is due in great measure to the 
plan of joint meetings of the several Sections with the Academy 
which was first carried into operation in March. A programme of 
the meetings was issued to the members with the effect of materially 
increasing the attendance. While communications from members 
of the Section to which the night is assigned have precedence, they 
do not exclude those from other members of the Academy and 
while there have been few meetings without some matter of special 
interest no difficulty has been experienced in affording opportunity 
to all who wish to obtain a hearing. Verbal communications have 
been made by Messrs. Leidy, McCook, Meehan, Ryder, Heilprin, Ives, 
Binder, Morris, Wingate, Goldsmith, Pilsbry, Foote, Koenig, Perot, 
Horn, J. B. Brinton, Rex, Hall, Woolman, Wilson, A. H. Smith, 
Hartzell, Willcox, Redfield, Dolley, Rothrock, Ford, U. C. Smith 
Campbell, Sharp, Jefferis, Skinner, Baker, Thomas, D. G. Brinton, 
Leffman and Aaron. 

Two hundred and twenty-eight pages of the Proceedings for 1888 
and three, hundred and thirty-six for 1889 have been issued since 
the last report. The current volume will be illustrated by thirteen 
plates. In connection with the Academy's regular publications 
mention should also be made of the Manual of Conchology which, 
since the death of Mr. Geo. W. Tryon Jr., in Feb. 1888, has become 
the property of the Conchological Section and has been promptly 
issued in two series under the editorship of Mr. H. A. Pilsbry. Of 
the Marine Series three hundred and twenty pages of text and 
seventy-five colored plates, and of the series devoted to Land Mol- 
lusca two hundred and seventy-nine pages and seventy plates have 
been issued during the year. It is gratifying to know that the high 
standard established for the work by Mr. Tryon has been main- 
tained and that the subscription list is sufficient to more than pay 
the expense of issuing the work. 
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In addition to the Transactions of the American Entomological So- 
ciety, of which three hundred and twenty pages and seven plates have 
been issued, the Entomological Section of the Academy is about to be- 
gin the publication, under the editorship of Eugene M. Aaron, of a 
monthly journal to be entitled, "The Entomological News." It 
will thus be seen that no less than one thousand four hundred and 
eighty-three pages and one hundred and sixty-five plates have been 
published by the Academy and its Sections since the last annual 
report and that operations in this department are to be extended 
during the coming year. 

Forty-three papers have been presented for publication in the 
Proceedings by the following authors : — H. A. Pilsbry 4, J. E. Ives 
3, Witmer Stone 3, Charles R. Keyes 3, J. A. Ryder 2, Eugene N. 
S. Ringueberg 2, W. D. Hartman 2, George Marx 2, F. C. Baker 
2, F. A. Genth 1, T. Meehan 1, Jos. Leidy 1, Angelo Heilprin 1, E. 
Goldsmith 1, W. B. Scott 1, W. H. Dall 1, Harold Wingate 1, H. 
Allen 1, John Eyerman 1, S. W. Williston 1, Chas. S. Bollman 1, 
J. P. McMurrich 1, J. Gardner 1, W. L. Morrison 1, P. H. Kirsch 
1, David S Jordan and Burt Fesler 1, S. E. Meek and C. F. Boll- 
man 1, J. M. Safford and A. W. Vogdes 1, P. H. Kirsch and M. 
W. Fordice 1. Four of these have been withdrawn by the authors 
and the others have been published or are now in the hands of the 
printer. Among the most important matter contributed to the vol- 
ume were the papers by various authors in continuation of those 
published prior to the last report giving the results of Prof. Heil- 
prin's explorations of the Bermudas in July, 1888. 

The number of copies of the Proceedings distributed is as follows: 
Foreign exchange 399, domestic exchange 70, subscribers 107 ; total 
576. 

Twenty-two members and five correspondents were elected. The 
deaths of six members and three correspondents were announced. 
The resignations of two members, Samuel Wagner and W. H. 
Eisenbrey, were accepted. 

The vacancy in the Council, caused by the death of Geo. Y. 
Shoemaker, June 18th, was filled by the election, June 25th, of 
TJselma C. Smith. 

A committee consisting of Messrs. Jos. Leidy, J. P. Lesley, Persifor 
Frazer, Angelo Heilprin and W. B. Scott was appointed February 
5th, to consider the proper award of the Hayden Memorial Medal. 
No action on the subject has yet been reported. 
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One of the most important events of the year was the considera- 
tion of an invitation from the University of Pennsylvania to the 
Academy to remove to a plot of ground in West Philadelphia in 
immediate proximity to the University. After mature considera- 
tion by the Council, to which the subject was referred for considera- 
tion and report, a resolution respectfully declining the invitation 
was adopted by the Academy by a vote of sixty-eight in the affirm- 
ative to three in the negative. 

A committee was appointed January 29th to consider the propri- 
ety of giving a series of social entertainments to serve as reunions 
of the members with a view to promoting the interest and efficiency 
of the meetings of the Academy. The committee having reported 
favorably they were authorized to receive subscriptions to the nec- 
essary fund, the understanding being that no expense should be in- 
curred by the Academy. Sufficient encouragement hiis been re- 
ceived to provide for at least three of the contemplated reunions, ar- 
rangements for the first of which will be made when a favorable op- 
portunity presents itself. 

The Academy is to be congratulated on having received from the 
Legislature substantial recognition in an appropriation of $50,000 
towards the erection of the new building so pressingly needed for 
the arrangement and exhibition of the rapidly growing collections. 
A detailed statement of the steps taken to begin the work of erec- 
tion at an early date will be found in the report of the Curators. 

By resolution of the Academy the hall was placed at the service 
of Dr. J. T. Rothrock for the delivery of a course of seven Michaux 
Lectures to extend from Dec. 4,- 1889, to Jan. 29, 1890. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Edw. J. Nolan, 

Recording Secretary. 



REPORT OF CORRESPONDING SECRETARY. 

The correspondence of the past year has been almost entirely in 
reference to the publications of the Academy and has consisted of 
acknowledgments from corresponding societies or letters of trans- 
mittal from them, usually accompanying their publications. 

The plan adopted several years ago of sending our publications 
by mail to the more active societies at home and abroad seems to be 
working very satisfactorily and the prompt acknowledgment, usu- 



